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Press Release: for immediate release
FRIDAY 6th JULY 2007

L E G A L   A I D   N E E D S   Y O U

BECAUSE ONE DAY YOU MAY NEED IT!

As part of our campaign against the government’s proposed changes to civil legal aid the Tower Hamlets Law Centre will be having an Open Day at our offices on Whitechapel Road between 10am and 3pm.

The Open Day is one of many such events taking place at Law Centres across the country being co-ordinated by the Law Centres Federation and is designed to raise awareness in the local community of Tower Hamlets of the imminent threat to their legal advice services from October 2007 when the Government has proposed that “fixed fees” (set by them) are paid to legal advisers under the legal aid scheme.  

Fixed fees are on a par to going to a garage and any repair work would cost one price, say £100, whether you need a light bulb, or a new engine.

The Government intends that there will be Fixed Fees in all areas of social welfare law advice – ie Housing, Employment, Welfare Benefits, Debt, Family, Immigration, Mental Health and Community Care.

The risk is that more complicated cases, in social welfare law will not be taken on by many legal aid lawyers on the High Street, leaving only the straightforward or relatively easy cases to be ‘cherry-picked’ at the expense of the most vulnerable in our community: those with numerous linked problems and from the lowest income groups.

The Government intends to take this risk, even though the Constitutional Affairs Committee, made up of mostly Labour MPs has concluded that: 
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“ …if the reforms go ahead there is a serious risk to access to justice among the most vulnerable in society.”

Bolaji Bishi, Senior Solicitor at Tower Hamlets Law Centre, said

“There is already a serious problem for many people, especially those who are vulnerable, getting access to good quality legal advice at times of need.  The Government’s current proposals, if implemented as planned in October, would make these problems worse very quickly. Many providers of advice will no longer be able to afford to continue to take on complex cases for the most vulnerable in our community.  This will seriously reduce people’s ability to get access to justice.  There is no point in having a legal right if you can’t enforce it.”

Press contact: 

Bolaji Bishi on 020 7247 8998 / 020 7375 7128 or email b.bishi@thlc.co.uk
Notes for editors

· The Law Centres offices are based on 214 Whitechapel Road, E1 1BJ
· A spokesperson will be available for press work between 11am and 12pm
· The Law Centres Federation is the umbrella body for the nation’s Law Centres http://www.lawcentres.org.uk/ For further press enquiries contact Steve Hynes, LCF Director on 020 8387 8570
· The Access to Justice Alliance was set up in November 2004 out of serious concern about the crisis facing civil legal aid. Only the poorest people now qualify for public funding, and it is getting increasingly hard to find lawyers and advisers able to take on legal aid cases – or even give first stage advice. Many people who need legal help simply can’t get it http://www.accesstojusticealliance.org.uk/
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