Law Centres Federation

Significant Dates in the History of Law Centres
1949
The Legal Aid and Advice Act was passed on 30th July 1949 as part of 
expansion of welfare state after the Second World War.  

Legal aid work was supervised by the Law Society and work carried out by 
solicitors in private practice, concentrating on matrimonial work and criminal legal 
aid.  The Act was preceded by a report by the Rushcliffe Committee in 1945 
which made a 
number of recommendations that led to the 
establishment of the 
first legal aid scheme.
1960s to 1970s

1965
Growth of federally funded 'neighbourhood law offices' in USA. Start of Neighbourhood Law Firms as part of Lyndon Johnson's "War on Poverty".

1968 
Society of Labour Lawyers publication "Justice for All". 

1970
Opening of North Kensington Law Centres. First Law Centres set up were Brent, Adamsdown in Cardiff, Paddington, Camden, Islington, Brixton, and Balham. 

1972 - 1975 
First major expansion of Law Centres. Most in urban areas in London and one in Methyr Tydfill in Wales. 

1972
Legal Advice and Assistance Act

First public funds - Urban Aid Grant from Department of the  Environment.

1974
Towards Equal Justice and Legal Aid Act.

Lord Elwyn-Jones appointed Lord Chancellor
First grants available from local authorities for Law Centres.

Establishment of the Law Centres Working Party. 

1975 
The Lord Chancellor’s Department (LCD) extended "lifeboat" funding to some Centres who had been dependent on short - term charity funds. (ended in 2003)
1976 
Royal Commission on Legal Services established under the chairmanship of Lord Benson. Southwark Law Centre opened.
1977
Standard waiver for Law Centres agreed with the Law Society 

First Area Legal Services Committee set up in Manchester

1978
Funding for the LCF provided by the Lord Chancellor's Department (LCD) and the Nuffield Foundation. Two LCF staff employed for training and administration. 

Law Centre Working Group changed name to Law Centre Federation.
Guidelines for Law Centres were published by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Elwyn-Jones. There were now 27 Law Centres
November - Beginning of Law Centres News which later became ‘Networking’. 

1979
Royal Commission on Legal Services Final Report published.
Lord Chancellor announced that existing funds would be made available both to support existing Law Centres and to establish new ones.

Lord Hailsham of St Marylebone appointed Lord Chancellor
LCF Rural Conference on Law Centres 
Hammersmith and Fulham Law Centre became a member of the LCF
1980s

1980
35 Law Centres (24 funded under Urban Programme).

1982
The Department of the Environment ceased to make funds available for new Law Centres 


LCF Race & Law Centre Report
1983
Streamlining the Cities was published
46 Law Centres now operating. 

1984
The LCF moved to Warren Street office premises on 18th May
54 Law Centres now operating

Police and Criminal Evidence Act passed introducing the national duty solicitor 
scheme in magistrate’s courts. It also introduced a duty solicitor scheme in police 
stations in 1986.  Law Centres had lobbied for the changes.

1985
LCF received additional funding from the Department of the Environment and the Great London Council (GLC).  Staff now consisted of a London Liaison and Development, Development worker, Training Worker, External Liaison Officer and Information Worker.

LCF opened an additional office in Birmingham 

1986
Efficiency Scrutiny Report. Cuts made to the entitlements to legal aid.
The London Boroughs Grants Scheme replaced GLC funding of the LCF.
LCF given funding for a two years Evaluation Project. Project completed by Prof. Gary Craig

Establishment of the Advice Services Alliance. LCF one of the founding members.

1987
Lord Mackay of Clashfern appointed Lord Chancellor

Law Society provide a supporting grant to LCF (to 1991?).

Formation of the National Association of Local Authorities in support of National Funding for Law Centres (Folded 1991) 58 Law Centres now open.

Closing of Birmingham Office and opening of new LCF offices in Manchester and Nottingham.
Advice Services Alliance publish a ‘Go for Advice Manifesto’. The Manifesto adopted the National Consumer Council’s recommendations in NCC’s ‘Good Advice for All’

1988
Legal Aid Act passed.  Responsibility of legal aid passed to a new Legal Aid Board (LAB).

Two New Law Centres join the Federation in Oldham and Luton.

Smallheath Law Centre in Birmingham closed. There were now 59 Law Centres. 

1989
Start of LAB pilots to evaluate franchising. Start of the development of Quality Standards.
‘The Case for Law Centres’ published by LCF

Opening of Chesterfield Law Centre.
1990s

1990
Courts and Legal Services Act passed

LAB started the Birmingham Franchising pilot.  A further pilot was run in 1994.

New Law Centres opened in Humberside, Rochdale and Carlisle
1991
Review published by the LCD on the Financial Conditions for Eligibility for Civil 
Legal Aid.  LCF submission made in November

Closure Wolverhampton, Dudley, Wandsworth (later to re-open), Tooting, & 
Balham, Roehampton & Putney.

LCF received a three-year grant from Department of the Environment to promote environment law in Law Centres. At the end of the funding in 1994 the project became ‘EarthRights’ 
1992
Closure of Brighton, Ealing & West Hampstead. There are now 55 Law Centres.  
Closure of LCF offices in Rochdale & Nottingham.
1993
Opening of Sheffield Office and appointment of new development workers.

LCF received three year grant from Department of the Environment to support the development of housing work in Law Centres. Project ended 1996.
1994
Advice Services Alliance launch of Advice 2000. 
LAB Research into Alternative Methods of Service Delivery.

LCD Fundamental Review of Legal Service

LCF International Conference on Public Legal Services held at Kent.


LCF Research & publication of "Proving Your Worth". 

1995
Green Paper on Legal Aid: Targeting Need and LCF Response. 

LAB pilot project with 42 non-solicitor agencies launched.

Proposals for Block Contracts out for consultation.

Lord Woolf Inquiry into Civil Courts.

Closure of Handsworth & Stockton & Hartlepool Law Centres.

Publication of" Your Law Centre A Guide to Management". 

1996
White Paper on Legal Aid: Striking the Balance.

Consultation on Second Phase Block Contracting in the NfP sector
Appointment of two new Disability Workers with funding from the National Lottery (Project ended in October 1998)
Derby Law Centre opens. Now 54 Law Centres and 9 Associate Members.

New rules for Membership introduced.

1997
Lord Irvine of Lairg appointed Lord Chancellor. 
Middleton Review of Civil Justice and Legal Aid.

Lord Chancellor makes announcement at Law Society Conference on Block Contracting and Community Legal Service.

LCF hold reception (June) in House of Commons - 109 MPs sign EDM in support of access to legal services. 

Closure of South Islington Law Centre. There are now 52 Law Centres.

Merger of Highfields & Belgrave & Leicester Rights Centre.

Three Law Centres with LSC franchises - Hammersmith & Fulham, Chesterfield & Gloucester.

Gloucester Law Centre is the first Law Centre to receive a NfP Block Contract and Hammersmith & Fulham receives the first Solicitors’ Contract.
1998
Speech by Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancellor on 2nd November on establishing a Community Legal Service. This was followed in December by the publication of the Modernising Justice Bill.

Legal Aid Board issues consultation paper on reforming the civil and assistance scheme: Exclusive Contracting – The Way Forward. LCF submits a response including LCF’s16 principles for Community Legal Service. 

Six pioneer areas picked to pioneer the Community Legal Service. 

LCF Reception in the House of Commons and EDM (129 signatures).
Law Centres closed in Brixton, Newham, and Stockwell and Clapham.

New Rules for LCF Membership introduced.  LCF has 54 members.

Four more Law Centres with Block Contracts; Chesterfield, Cardiff, North Kensington & Wandsworth & Merton. 
LCF re-structures and appoints a Director

LCF receive three-year funding from National Lottery for Communications Project 
Funding also received from Tudor Trust, City Parochial and St James' s Trust. 

1999
Access to Justice Act passed establishing the Community Legal Service and the Criminal Defence Service.  Responsibility for legal aid passed to the Legal Services Commission.  Regional Legal Services Offices established.
Consultation on the Community Legal Service issued which included the setting up of Community Legal Service Partnerships. 

Paths to Justice: What people do and think about going to law. Research by Hazel Genn published


LCF Website launched on 15th June.  (Re-launched in 2007)
LCF launches a three-year expansion project with funding for five workers from the National Lottery.  Setting up a new LCF office in Manchester (closed in 2002)
2000
1st January 2000, saw the introduction of exclusive contracting. 

LCF and the Solicitors Pro Bono Group form a partnership to launch LawWorks.

Launch of the Disability Rights Commission.
2001
Opening of Devon Law Centre

LAB launch the Partnership Innovation Project

Expansion of Telephone Legal Advice Services (later to become CLS Direct)
Consultation of a new Specialist Quality Mark 

Tribunals for Users Consultation Paper published
Pilots started for salaried defenders.

Closure of Middlesbrough Law Centre.  Barnet Law Service joins the LCF
Legal and Advice Services: A Pathway out of Social Exclusion launched

Launch of LawWorks
2002
Opening of new Law Centres in Bury, Stockport and Trafford
Start of Housing County Court Possession Days Pilot. 

Specialist Support Services started.



Law Centres obtain Specialist Quality Mark status.

Reception in the House of Lord to promote the link between legal services and social inclusion

2003
The name ‘Law Centre’ trademarked


Lord Falconer appointed Lord Chancellor. The Lord Chancellor’s Department became the Department for Constitutional Affairs in June

Parliamentary Inquiry into Legal Aid. LCF gave evidence

Increase of LCF funding from the Association of London Government and the setting up of the London Unit with two workers. Additional grant from the National Lottery to support two workers.
Conversion of eight Law Centre grants (from the DCA) into contracts.

Surrey Law Centre opened with funding from the LSC Partnership Innovation Fund.

LCF Director visits Legal Aid Board in Ontario, Canada
2004
Matrix Research and Consultancy appointed by DCA to review the Community Legal Service
Launch of Community Legal Services Direct  (later renamed Community Legal 
Advice)

Frontier Economics to provide a market analysis of legally aided services.  


‘A New Focus for Civil Legal Aid Cases’ published
LCF submission made to the DCA’s Fundamental Legal Aid Review, ‘Law Centres – Action for the community’ in November

Causes of Action: Civil Law and Social Justice published
Review of Regulation of Legal Services by Sir David Clementi

LCF submission to the Joint Committee on Human Rights on the setting up a new Commission for Equality and Human Rights

LCF and DCA publish Legal and Advice Services: A Pathway to Regeneration

Enfield Law Centre and Streetlegal Law Centre opened in March
LCF involves in the setting up of the Asylum Support Appeals Project (launched in 2005)
LCF Director visits Argentina, Chile and Uruguay as part of the Argentine-British Dialogue.  Publication: Access to justice in the UK and in the Southern Cone published in March 2005

Isle of Wight became a member of the LCF.


Appointment of an LCF Press and Communications worker (to 2005)

2005
DCA White Paper published ‘The Future of Legal Services: Putting the Consumer First.’
LSC publish ‘A Fairer Deal for Legal Aid’ in July. 
Early Day Motion on Legal Aid – 116 MPs signed.

Law Centre workers and management committee members deliver letter to Downing Street about civil legal aid


Access to Justice Alliance formed (launched in 2006)

Opening of Kirklees Law Centre and Rotherham Law Centre

Streetwise Law Centre in Bromley became a full member of the LCF
Establishment of the South West London Law Centre 
Closure of Humberside Law Centre
Management Training Course launched in London

Change Up funding secured for Law Centres in London.

LCF Director visits Australia. Visit sponsored by the Australian Governments’ Attorney General’s Department. 

LCF has 58 Law Centres (64 if Law Centre additional outlets are included)

2006
LSC publish consultation ‘Making Legal Rights a Reality’ in March. A strategy for the future of civil legal aid.  The paper outlines proposals for Community Legal Advice Centres and Networks.
LCF submits response to LSC consultation on a Preferred Supplier Scheme

Second edition of Causes of Action: Civil Law and Social Justice published by the Legal services Research Centre.

Lord Carter’s Review of Legal Aid Procurement ‘Legal Aid: A Market-Based Approach to Reform’ published in June with LSC\DCA consultation, ‘Legal Aid: A Sustainable Future’. The consultations proposed a new method of payment by standard and graduated fixed fees.
Vera Baird QC appointed to oversee Legal Aid in the DCA. This is the first time a Minister has been given sole responsibility for legal aid.  The Minister also has special responsibilities for social exclusion.
New Chief Executive of the LSC appointed in September – Carolyn Regan.

Legal Services Bill published

LCF launches the SORBAEE Project (Sexual Orientation, Religion or Belief and Age Employment Equality). The Project ended at the end of March 2007

LCF secures three year funding for a Disability Rights Project from the Disability Rights Commission. The Project ended at the end of March 2008.

Funding also secured for a Young People’s Project (Bridge House Estates Fund) and Policy work in London (City Parochial Trust)


LCF joins the DCA Task Force on Public Legal Education Strategy (PLEAS). Final report published on 10th July 2007.

Cambridge Law Centre (and Huntingdon Law Centre) joined the LCF on 12th November (closed in August 2009)

Authority is given to set up the first Community Legal Advice Centre. The Centre is based in Gateshead and includes Gateshead Law Centre. The CLAC was officially launched on 24th May 2007.

Early Day Motion 537 (Legal Aid Reform), highlighting concern at the likely effects of the government's reform proposals tabled.  Law Society launch of ‘What Price Justice’ campaign.
2007
The Solicitors Regulation Authority was established in January 2007.


Constitutional Affairs Committee start an Inquiry into the Implementation of the Carter Review of Legal Aid. LCF put in a submission. The Committee reported their final findings on 1st May.   Findings debated in Parliament on 12th July.

31st March 2007 Law Centres agreed to sign the LSC Unified Contract.

Draft Specification for the Unified Contact published in March. LCF submitted their response.


A new Ministry of Justice takes over the Department for Constitutional Affairs on 9th May.  New Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State, Jack Straw appointed in July 2007 following Gordon Brown taking over as Prime Minister.  Lord Hunt of Kings Heath OBE takes over responsibility for Legal Aid.

Access to Justice Alliance start ‘Justice – Access Denied’ campaign with a week of action starting on 14th May.


LCF moved to 293-299 Kentish Town Road, London NW5 on 18th June 2007.


Law Centres hold public open days on 13th July to explain the Government’s plans and the effect they will have on future services.


1st October – Start of the LSC Unified Contract



The Legal Services Act 2007 received Royal Assent in October 2007

Stockport Law Centre closed on 20th October. Birmingham Law Centre joined the Federation on 23rd November.

LCF introduced a new category of membership – Affiliation for Law Clinics. Kent Law Clinic and College of Law Legal Advice Centre in London are the first two affiliates to join at the LCF AGM.  Review of LCF Membership under way.
2008
18th February Julie Bishop joins the LCF as their new Director.  In January LCF appoints Flora Williams as the LCF Equality and Diversity Manager funded by the Big Lottery Fund as part of a joint network, ‘Working Together for Advice’ initiative.  Disability Rights worker leaves LCF at the end of March.

In March, three Law Centres close, Gateshead, Liverpool 8 and Rotherham. There are now 57 Law Centres.  Leicester Law Centre is not selected as a member of the Leicester Community Legal Advice Centre and subsequently closed.  Many Law Centres experience problems with the LSC transitional arrangements.

Agreement reached between the Law Society, the Ministry of Justice and the 
LSC on the unified contact following legal action by the Law Society in 2007.  
Deed of Settlement issued.

Hard Work, Hidden Lives published by the TUC in May


In April, LCF secures continued funding from the LSC for an ‘Improving Access – Raising Awareness’ project.  Two new Development and Support consultants appointed with the Big Lottery Fund and London Councils funding.

Cathy Gallagher Development and Support Consultant (North) and Myles Kunzli, Development and Support Consultant (London) joined the LCF in May. LCF Office Manager, Nimrod Ben-Cnaan and Jennifer Ball, Training and Conference Co-ordinator joined in June.


Iris Suen, London Policy and Research worker leaves the LCF at the end of September.

Lewisham Law Centre closes

LCF receives additional funding from London Councils to fund a London Law Centres Tribunal Representation Project and a Young People and Homelessness Project.
October 
Lord Bach took over from Lord Hunt as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Justice with responsibility for legal aid reform. Announcement of review of local legal advice (published in June 2009)

Legal Services Commission publish a consultation on proposed terms for contracting from 1st April 2010. 



Enfield Law Centre closed in November. 

LCF appoints new chair, Nick Woolf at AGM on 21st November.  John Fitzpatrick resigns.  Law Centres agree to change the rules for paying subscriptions to the LCF.

LCF was successful in obtaining continued (one year) funding from Progress based at the European Union.

NEF Research - The Socio-Economic Value of Law Centres commissioned by 
the LCF was published in December 2008.
2009
The Legal Services Board came into being on 1st January 2009. It is mandated to ensure that regulation in the legal services sector is carried out in the public interest; and that the interests of consumers are placed at the heart of the system.  The Office for Legal Complaints was officially established on 1st July 2009.

LCF makes a submission to the LSC on the proposed 2010 Contact in January.

There are now five Community Legal Advice Centres (Gateshead, Leicester, Derby, Portsmouth and Hull).  


Law Society announce an Access to Justice Review in April.

LCF appoints new Policy and Campaigns Manager, Jane Backhurst and Communications and Promotions Officer, Clare Rudebeck in May 2009.

 June
All Party Parliamentary Group on Legal Aid established on 2nd June

Findings from the study into the provision of local legal advice were published in June 2009

LCF launches a series of YouTube videos about Law Centres at the House of Commons on 14th July.


With additional funding from London Councils, LCF appoints a Monitoring and Information Officer, Sarah Duvigneau in July.

The Legal Services Commission announced at the end of July that the tender process for the new civil legal aid contracts would be postponed for 6 months.

Advice for Life, a charity which ran Cambridge Law Centre and Huntingdon Law Centre went into liquidation in July. Both Law Centres closed on 30th July.
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