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Lord Willy Bach 




Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

UK Ministry of Justice,
102 Petty France

London SW1H 9AJ







25th February 2010
Re: Bill of Rights and Responsibilities, Developing our Constitutional Framework.

Dear Lord Bach,
As you know, the cornerstone of Law Centres’ work is the protection and promotion of human rights. The gradual realisation of human rights is the means to a healthy, vibrant and innovative society. We have witnessed that the fulfillment of human rights is a triumph over despair, powerlessness and poverty, and therefore over loss of dignity and hope. Law Centres transform lives, deliver justice, and restore hope. We have proved that preventative measures, including Public Legal Education, early intervention, and the right help, in the right place, at the right time, is essential to the protection and enforcement of human rights.
Law Centres have adopted all the core UK Acts, European and UN Treaties, as the foundation of their work 
.
We believe that the principles and commitments of the UK Human Rights Act require greater dissemination among the UK public. Public legal education, including human rights education, through expert legal service providers like Law Centres, needs to be supported. We endorse the position of Liberty, the EDF, and the EHRC regarding the proposed Bill of Rights and Responsibilities, particularly as regards “HRA Plus”. The Human Rights Act needs to be promoted and protected, any amendments need to strengthen alignment with international Treaties. We believe that the Human Rights Act could incorporate the EU Charter on Fundamental Rights, especially Article 47.
We have appreciated your support to the model of comprehensive, quality, expert legal services which Law Centres practise. We believe provisions need to be strengthened to ensure timely, expert, community legal services. We remain committed to actively pursuing the implementation of the UK Government’s obligations under all the footnoted core Acts and Treaties to empower us all in the UK.

Yours sincerely,





Nick Woolf
Chair

Cc: All Law Centres, LCF Executive Committee,
Julie Bishop, Director, Jane Backhurst, Director, Campaigns, Advocacy and Communications.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
� Including the UK Human Rights Act, the UK Children Act, the Equality Bill, the UN Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the European Convention on Human Rights and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
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