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NEW DIRECTOR FOR LAW CENTRES FEDERATION

The Law Centres Federation this week announces the appointment of Julie Bishop as its new Director, taking up the post early next year.

Julie has been Director of the National Association of Community Legal Centres in Sydney, Australia for five years, and has had twenty years involvement with NACLC. As well as a long history of campaigning for community legal rights, she brings both an international and academic perspective to the Federation’s work, having worked both for legal services in Australia and NGO’s in South America, and in University research and lecturing roles.

Julie’s appointment is being announced at the Federation’s Annual Conference this 23rd / 24th November.  She is taking an early opportunity to be involved in LCF’ work, by joining the Conference in person so that members can welcome her and familiarise her with their issues. She is no stranger to the Conference, having spoken there on the theme of equality and human rights in 2004. She formally takes up her post in February 2008.

NACLC represents 200 Community Legal Centres throughout Australia in urban, rural and very remote locations. Recently it has focused on the changing environment for provision of community legal services, and how Community Legal Centres can respond to this. Its direct members are 8 state and territory associations to which the centres belong. It derives its funding from the membership, with some additional project funding from the government, but aims to be generally self funding to ensure its independence.  Its role is to negotiate with funding bodies, provide services for centres, and promote the interests of centres and their clients. 

Welcoming her appointment the Federation’s Chair John Fitzpatrick OBE said : 
‘I am delighted that Julie Bishop will be joining us in the new year. She brings extensive experience in the legal services and related fields and will bring us valuable perspectives on how such services are developing elsewhere. She comes to us at a critical time for future development of Law Centre services with the increasing complexity of the environment in which we operate. ‘

END

John Fitzpatrick, Chair of the LCF can be contacted on 07974 918 328.  Devi Clark, Interim director can be contacted on 020 7428 4402.

Julie Bishop will be available for interview at the LCF conference and during the following week.
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