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LAMBETH LAW CENTRE
Press Release

For Immediate Release:




Contact: Patrick Marples

27th September 2007




Tel: 0207 8402006
Lambeth Law Centre’s new offices to be opened by the Attorney General followed in the evening by a debate on the future of legal aid services in Lambeth at our 26th Annual General Meeting on 2nd October 2007
Law Centre staff and management committee will celebrate with the Attorney General, the Rt Hon Baroness Scotland QC the opening of Lambeth Law Centre’s new offices at the Co-op Centre 11 Mowll Street London SW9 6BG 
The Law Centre will also host a debate on the future of Legal Aid services in Lambeth at its Annual General Meeting that evening.

Last year the Law Centre completed 690 full cases, and gave 687 pieces of one off advice.  We obtained £466,960 in financial gains for our clients.  91 clients saved their accommodation or were re-housed by getting possession proceedings stayed, evictions stopped or by being accepted as homeless and accommodated.  11 clients had repairs carried out.  11 clients were successfully helped to remain in the country, 61 clients increased their benefits, and 43 clients had their debts reduced, rescheduled or as a last resort were assisted to declare themselves bankrupt.

Legal Aid is one of the cornerstones of a fair and decent society
It ensures that ordinary people on low incomes can have access to free and independent legal advice.  The government’s reforms of legal aid mean that people will increasingly be denied access to justice.

The government’s new system of fixed fees to be introduced from October does not recognise the amount of work required in each case – it is based on averages and doesn’t take individual needs into account.  It threatens the quality of our work and the service we can provide to our clients.

The people likely to suffer the most from the reforms are the poorest and most vulnerable people in our society.  These are people with mental health issues, with disabilities, or people facing eviction.”

Law Centres have always lived on the margins because of financial pressure and precarious funding arrangements.  These changes make the situation worse.  In Lambeth solicitors are already giving up legal aid contracts and will only work for fee-paying clients. 4 firms have closed their practices or have stopped doing legal aid work

WHO: The Rt Hon Baroness Scotland QC, the Attorney General –to official open the new offices at approximately 1415
Stephen Hewitt – Managing Partner Fisher Meredith
)


Deirdre Forster – Powell Forster Solicitors
)

to speak on the future of Legal Aid Services in Lambeth at approximately 1900
WHAT:  
Official Opening of Lambeth Law Centre’s Offices by the Attorney General and Lambeth Law Centre’s Annual General Meeting 

WHERE:  
Unit 1 The Co-op Centre, 11 Mowll Street London SW9 6BG
DATE

2nd October 2007

WHEN
Open Day and Official Opening from 13:30

Annual General Meeting from 18:30

CONTACT
Patrick Marples
Lambeth Law Centre, Unit 4, The Co-op Centre, 11 Mowll Street, London SW9 6BG

Tel 
020 7840 2006


`
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0792 2002 124



Email
pmarples@lambethlawcentre.org
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