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Local Authority funding cuts and Law Centres 

Local Authority funding is used by Law Centres to undertake the strategic work that legal aid does not cover. Law Centres target vulnerable client groups and provide services at community gathering points such as children’s centres or youth clubs with this funding. They run emergency services, link with PCTs, undertake public legal education, and develop responses to the underlying causes of the legal problems. It is the systemic and preventative work that is most at risk with local authority cuts.
London Councils Funding

About half of the local authority funding cuts in the London area, representing 41.3% of the current funding, comes from London Councils. This is a group of strategic funding streams aimed at prevention and early intervention work, as well as other legal work not covered by legal aid, such as representation in welfare benefits and employment tribunals. The award of this funding to Law Centres comes in recognition of their capacity for such strategic work, which meets client and community needs well beyond the scope of legal aid. 

If current plans to ‘repatriate’ London Councils funds to respective councils go ahead, this funding is unlikely to be allocated to the same projects, or indeed to legal advice services at all. This would cause irreversible damage to the current services of Law Centres, hitting preventative work and, through caseworker redundancies, significantly reducing service provision in the future.

Outside of London

The average rate of 42% cuts in local authority funding for non-London Law Centres actually spreads across the widest range (100), with most results polarised. Some Law Centres that have experienced no cuts because they had no local authority funding to begin with. Precious few Law Centres with local authority funding are still unharmed by cuts. The remaining majority have either had relatively small cuts (Bradford 9%, Chesterfield 10%, Nottingham 10%, Sheffield 10%) or have had their entire local authority funding withdrawn (Birmingham, Warrington, South Manchester, Wythenshawe, Oldham). 

All Law Centres experiencing cuts have reported actual or planned reductions in their services and the need to make redundancies. For the harder-hit Law Centres, the local cuts were enough to compromise their viability, and indeed some of them (Hounslow) have closed or are considering closing as a consequence. 

	Law Centre Funds
	TOTAL
	London
	Out of London

	Current LA funding
	£7,923,993
	£4,718,013
	£3,205,980

	Cuts made and announced
	£4,219,606
	£2,870,604
of which direct council:      £1,397,097

of which London Councils:£1,473,507
	£1,349,002

	Rate of LA cuts
	53%
	61%
	42%
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