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Press Release for Immediate Use 8-3-07

Law Centres calls on Government for a new funding settlement to avert the death of the Law Centre movement in this country.

At a special meeting of Law Centres on Monday (5th March) Law Centres called for a rolling campaign on the funding crisis facing them due to the squeeze on funding from the Legal Services Commission and local councils. Many Law Centres fear that the Government’s fixed fee system, which is due to be introduced on 1st October will lead to cuts of up to 20% in services as well as a reduction in specialist case work. 

There are sixty Law Centres across the country. They receive around 50% of their funding from the legal aid system, around 40% from local Government with a further 10% from other sources. Law Centres mainly specialise in housing, employment, immigration, discrimination, benefits and public law. 

“Fixed fees are dumbing down legal services. Yes, some people will have access to justice – about 30 minutes worth of justice. If fixed fees are introduced as proposed there will be an irresistible pressure to push more simple cases through the legal aid system at the expense of the type of complex cases all legal aid lawyers try to take up and that Law Centres specialise in. These plans are an affront to the rule of law. So far as Law Centres are concerned they spell the death of a wonderful, creative, innovative, campaigning, accountable, independent, committed legal service as it is forcibly transformed into a more conventional provider.’  says John Fitzpatrick, Chair of LCF.

At the meeting Law Centres agreed to campaign at both national and local levels for a new funding settlement for Law Centres. The campaign will include demonstrations and media work to highlight the plight of clients who would be hit by the funding cuts. In addition to campaigning activity the meeting also called on Law Centres to draw up contingency plans for refusing to co-operate with the LSC after 1st October 2007 unless satisfactory progress can be made on Law Centre funding. 

“This is not about turning our backs on those who need our services; it is about saying that those people above all deserve our commitment to the fight for the services that they need,” says Fitzpatrick. 
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