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Protecting Fundamental Rights - Law Centres’ Annual Conference
Protecting Fundamental Rights is the keynote theme of this year's Law Centres Annual Conference in London on 23rd / 24th November. The Conference will focus on immigration, especially individual rights. Law Centres are concerned that while wider debates on this issue continue, fundamental rights of immigrants are in danger of being eroded and must be protected.

Legal Aid is a cornerstone of Fundamental Rights, and these linked issues will be explored by a panel of distinguished speakers led by Lord Bach, Ministry of Justice Whip, joined by James Welch, Legal Director of Liberty, Andrew Holroyd OBE, President of the Law Society, and Paul Newell, Head of Civil Policy Development at the Legal Services Commission. 
On Saturday, Joanna Owen of the Legal Office, Enforcement Team at the Equality and Human Rights Commission will lead discussion on 'Equality issues and how we can work together in future'.

The Conference will also welcome Julie Bishop, whose appointment as the new Director of the Law Centres Federation will be announced. Julie has been Director of the National Association of Community Legal Centres in Australia for the last five years, and joins the Federation in February next year.
Workshops through the two day event will explore the Conference main themes, plus disability, child protection, and the impact of changes in the legal services environment including contracting and partnerships, and legal education. 
Federation’s chair, John Fitzpatrick OBE said : 
‘Law Centres are in the business of defending and promoting the rights of the most disadvantaged and oppressed in our society. We provide access to the law so that those who most need these rights might be able to secure them. We do not receive the full support from either national or local government that this service needs, but we are determined to press on and do as much as we possibly can.’ 

End

 

John Fitzpatrick, Chair of the LCF can be contacted on 07974 918 328.  Devi Clark, Interim director can be contacted on 020 7428 4402.
Julie Bishop will be available for interview at the LCF conference and during the following week.
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