Law Awards of Scotland 2007
Recognition for Govan Law Centre in Glasgow was given when they received two awards at the Law Awards of Scotland dinner held on 16th September.  The Law Centre was awarded the Chairman’s Award sponsored by the LexisNexis Visualfiles and Solicitor of the Year went to Mike Dailly, the Law Centre’s managing partner. The award for Solicitor of the Year was sponsored by the Bank of Ireland and was ‘tribute to the fact that at any one time Mr Dailly is dealing with some 200 cases, and running the practice.’
Judging for the awards was carried out by a team of Scottish legal luminaries chaired by Mhairi Richard QC.  On the team were Robert Pirrie of The WS Society,  Malcolm Wood of Standard Life,  Paul McBride QC,  Ian Truscott QC, and David Semple of Catalyst Mediation.
Mhairi Richard QC, chair of the judges said it was with great pride that the panel of judges was able to reward the work of the Govan Law Centre for its "heroic" work at the sharp end of the law.  She paid tribute to what she described as a "committed and dedicated" team of lawyers defending the rights of the most deserving, yet so often denied, of our society.

Mike Dailly, managing partner at the Law Centre and winner of the Solicitor of the Year award said, 

'It is great to see Law Centres competing for awards with some of the UK's largest law firms, and winning on merit.  We believe Law Centres are a fantastic and efficient model to deliver free and low cost legal services to the community.   We would like to see more Law Centres in the UK. We are most grateful to the Law Awards of Scotland judges for honouring the work of Law Centres'.
At a meeting of the Law Centres Federation in London the following day, Law Centre delegates congratulated Govan Law Centre on their success. 

A two-stage judging process was introduced last year. It began with the polling of around 6000 clients and legal professionals, asking them to rate those they believed to be the cream of the profession. The firms and professionals to achieve the highest ratings were then invited to submit a 1000-word report outlining why they deserved to be named as a winner in their category.  A record number of entries was received for the Scottish profession's awards ceremony. The event is organised by The Firm magazine and supported by The Herald.
As well as O2, sponsors included MacDonald Reid Scott; Stirling Park; Professional Office Supplies; Axiom Business Computers; Lexis Nexis Visualfiles and Interaction; Central Law Training (Scotland); Towry Law Services; Bank of Ireland; Instruct Counsel; First Scottish Group; the WS Society and The Herald.

Cathy Jamieson MSP was the keynote speaker, and Donald Findlay QC returned, by popular demand, to reveal the results.
Further information about Govan Law Centre is available on their website: govanlc.com
