GORDON BROWN CELEBRATES STREETWISE COMMUNITY LAW CENTRE 

VOLUNTEER AS ONE OF HIS HEROES
Patrick Friel from Streetwise Community Law Centre was celebrated today as one of Gordon Brown’s ‘heroes’ at the launch of his book Britain’s Everyday Heroes. Patrick is one of thirty three ‘heroes’ from all over the UK whose commitment to a cause has informed and inspired the Prime Minister. 

Patrick Friel, an ex-housing client of Streetwise, and now a management committee member of the Law Centre was selected to tell his story for the book, and met Gordon Brown at Number 11 Downing Street last month. In the book, Patrick describes the support he received from Streetwise, firstly as 16 year old, and again at 18, when he faced housing problems. The book explains “The personal, one-to-one support Patrick has received from the staff at Streetwise has been key to his own development and his ongoing commitment to the work. Patrick says, ‘I’m inspired by the staff, by Elaine and Roselle, and the others. They are really keen, they really go out of their way, put in more hours than anyone would expect …. and you know they’d take a bullet for those young people. They go the nth degree whilst also trying to run a service.’” When asked about what motivates him to volunteer on the management committee of the Law Centre, Patrick explains ‘Well, I know how much I was helped. I know where I am now, and where I would have been otherwise, so that keeps me going’.

Gordon Brown reflects in the book that Patrick is “a perfect example of a great truth: that we all need help at some time in our lives”.  At the book launch today, Gordon Brown celebrated the work that Patrick and others do to change lives and build a better society. The Prime Minister thanked the heroes for the “privilege of talking with you and leaning about your work, your dedication and your achievements. I have learnt much from you, and been inspired by all that you do …. The book …. is my way of saying thank you on behalf of our country”.  He said that the people in the book “represented the best of Britain and should make us optimistic about our future”. 

ENDS

NOTES:

· Britain’s Everyday Heroes is published by Mainstream Publishing on 24th July 2007. www.mainstreampublishing.com
· For more information about Streetwise Community Law Centre, England’s only dedicated Law Centre for young people, please contact 

Roselle Potts rosellepotts@streetwiselaw.org.uk / 0208 768 4461 or 

Elaine Sherratt  elainesherratt@streetwiselaw.org.uk / 0208 676 6764.

· The Law Centres Federation is the voice of 60 Law Centres that provide free legal advice and representation to the poorest and most disadvantaged members of society.  The Law Centres Federation Young People’s Project works with London Law Centres and youth agencies to develop a Pan-London Strategy to provide good quality legal advice to every 

· young Londoner who needs it. For more information, please contact Mandy Wilkins mandy@lawcentres.org.uk / 0207 428 4419
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