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Southwark Preventing Possessions Project is run jointly by Southwark Law Centre and Blackfriars Advice Centre (both in South London), with the goal of reducing the number of evictions of council tenants in Southwark due to rent arrears, through early intervention and better access to advice and support.

The project worked with council housing staff, local community groups, and advice services. A combination of delivery methods were used: development of better information for council tenants; training for community groups to enable them to understand more about housing law and to recognise problems and take the steps needed to get proper attention paid to rent arrears and possession notices; and critical advice and support to local authority housing staff to improve their own procedures and information. 

As a result of these actions, evictions have gone down, bringing considerable cost savings both to tenants and to the local authority, and reducing the social harm caused by eviction.

Local voluntary agencies and community groups can now act more effectively as early ‘problem notifiers’ – an ‘intermediary’ role found in many PLE initiatives.

A local housing lawyers’ network has been established based on the new relationships that developed in the project, and improved guidance for all local authorities on dealing with rent arrears has been developed by the Department for Communities and Local Government and the Civil Justice Council as part of the project.
The evaluation report will be available on the Law Centres Federation website in summer 2007.
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