Developing Capable Citizens: The Role of Public Legal Education – Launch of Final Report on 10th July 2007
The Law Centres Federation welcomed the report of the Public Legal Education and Support (PLEAS) Task Force which was launched in London on 10th July.  The LCF was a member of the Task Force and fully endorses the report's recommendations on the effectiveness of public legal education.  Legal Education work in Law Centre was given as examples both for local and national work.  The Report gave the example of the LCF Disability Rights Project saying, ‘The Disability Rights Project in England funded by the Disability Rights Commission provides community organisations with Disability Discrimination Act casework services combined with awareness-raising and training on the provisions of the Act.”  

Prof Hazel Genn, chair of the Task Force spoke at the launch giving a Law Centre example of Public Education work at a local level.  The Southwark Possessions Project is run jointly by Southwark Law Centre and Blackfriars Advice Centre (both in South London).  She said, ‘The project aims to reduce rent-arrears evictions through training, awareness-raising and policy and research work. It came at eviction from a number of angles, working with council housing staff, local community groups, and advisers. It combined several delivery methods:  better information for council tenants; training for community groups to help them understand more about housing law, recognise problems and take the steps needed to get proper attention paid to rent arrears and possession notices; and finally, critical advice and support to local authority housing staff to improve their own procedures and information.  The result of the project is that the number of evictions has gone down.  This means cost savings to both tenants and the local authority, and very importantly, a reduction the social harm and knock-on effects caused by eviction.’ (See page 16 of the Report)  
A summary and the full report are both available for download on the PLEAS website: please.org.uk and are under ‘Publications’ on the LCF website.
